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what is well known to all who know the people well, namely, that it is hard for the ordinary native of India to keep money He lives up to his income he is expected to do that. He is thrifty m that he can live on little; but as a rule he cannot save, unless he does it secretly : there are too many effective demands on his purse from his relatives and friends It is a defect in social economy; but it has this redeeming feature, that it saves the country from a poor law. the people support their own poor liberality is characteristic of the people
The Settlement Officer soon learns this, and it greatly affects the assessment made by wise and considerate officers There is nothing more disastrous to a district than a harsh, inconsiderate, and heavy assessment An assessment may be actually just, and yet haish and unwise. I remember having a talk, when I was a Commissioner of Division, with a Malguzar of many villages, a man of position and influence in that part of the country He complained of the great increase in his assessment. I went over all the papers with him very carefully It was easy to show that owing to the construction of the railway and the general rise of prices, the assessments were perfectly just. My friend, an upright and honest man, admitted frankly that this^ was tiue But he pointed out that he had saved but little, and that it was very difficult for him to reduce his expenditure at once within the limits of his reduced income I represented the matter to the Settlement Officer, and to the Government, and his assessment was slightly reduced, and (what was much more important) the increase was made progressive over a term of years. Tfyis is a wise and reasonable procedure sometimes adopted in such cases.
To return to the matter of indebtedness, what strikes one as particularly noteworthy is the high rate of interest which money-lenders all over the country are able to exact. Cases are constantly brought to notice which actually appal one: the interest seems so extortionate. One is apt, from the experience which he has of a l&rge number of such cases to denounce the money-lender and to regard him as one of the enemies